and to earn elevation to the four-walled single room in
the Victoria Hostel. The senior members of the Victoria
Hostel were mostly medicos, as they had the longest stay
in Madras to complete their education. There were some
planters sons from Ceylon who took 10 to 15 years to
take an L.M.S. degree, and stayed in Victoria Hostel, their
guardians honestly believing that these young men were
employed in the Medical College. Thus some of the
seniormost members of the Hostel were also the dullest.
So finally it was ruled that nobody could stay in the Hostel
for more than three years.

The discipline of the Victoria Hostel was ostensibly
very strict, almost as severe as in a jail The gates were
generally closed at about 8 p.m. after which nobody could
enter or leave the premises except with the written per-
mission of the warden. The members had to mark their
attendance in the room of the Sergeant, one Mr. F, a
legendary figure of the Victoria Hostel. The member
who broke the rules got an "invitation", with the best
compliments of the warden, to see him the next day. Mr. F
regular beat with his police lantern every night outside
every room, was the las.t item of the routine of the Hos-
tel for the night. But in spite of the rigour of the disci-
pline in the Hostel it was not unusual to find one or two
senior members sneak into the hostel after their nocturnal
escapades. It was even rumoured that girl friends, dressed
as boys, were smuggled into the hostel

The Deepavali festival used to throw the entire
hostel into a pandemonium. The lighting would be
short-circuited and the books of any student who was
reading with a lamp were made a bonfire of. But members
of the medical college were treated with a little considera-
tion. The social life of the hostel was of a kind probably
unparalleled in the annals of education. Students from far-
flung places such as Colombo and Vizag, Travaficpre and
Hyderabad studying in the Law, Medical, Christian and
Presidency Colleges, and all living in a single hostel, shared;
a uftique experience. A few years' stay in the hostel was
often sufficient to make them shed the last vestiges of
provincialism and linguim